Worship Items for this Fall

The response of many of you to our study this Summer from Psalm 66 has been very encouraging. I hope that in this day and age when worship issues tend to be so divisive for so many churches, we are truly being refreshed in our understanding of the most important truths that govern our worship. I deliberately say “refreshed,” because I know that none of us are encountering any new information about worship. I trust that we are simply being reinforced in concepts that we have always innately understood:

· that worship is God-centered

· that worship has a capacity for reaching out to a dark world that has nothing to do with appealing to secular tastes and appetites

· that worship is constantly mindful of the covenant relationship between God and His people

· that worship is constantly grateful for God’s redemptive workings

· that worship is always sacrificial

· that worship is meaningless without hearts that are fully engaged

It is my prayer that this series will serve to set the table for some of the things that the worship ministry wishes to introduce to the congregation this Fall. We are going to experiment with a variety of styles. We are going to utilize some new technology. We are going to retreat to days gone by. While each of the services will maintain the essential features we all expect, we want to present a variety of styles each month. These are:

1. Contemporary Praise Band Worship
2. Traditional Worship

3. Blended Worship (what we’re doing now)
4. Orchestral Worship
We suspect that there will be a service that each of you will enjoy the most, but that is not the greatest value of what we hope to accomplish. More significant by far will be what can be accomplished by one of the services that may not be tailored to your taste. Still, because a heart of selfless sacrifice and a mindset that considers the needs of others to be greater than your own (and that is what we will encourage from everyone), you will truly touch the hem of heaven in a setting where you might not have expected to.

We also hope that we can increase the numbers of participants that are used in worship while at the same time relaxing some of the load on others. Please, contact any member of the Worship Ministry Team if you have an instrumental gift to share or if you would like to participate as a Praise Team member. Also, we can always use people who are interested in learning about sound and audio technology. Tell us about any other area that may interest you as well. The members of the ministry team are Bonnie Runkle, Brenda Summers, Amy McCall, Jamie Sutton and Karl Crouch.
