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Guided by His Word,
Serving in His Love

Have a Blessed Easter

The bodily resurrection of Jesus isn't a take-it-or-
leave-it thing, as though some Christians are welcome to
believe it and others are welcome not to believe it. Take it
away, and the whole picture is totally different. Take it
away, and Karl Marx was probably right to accuse Christi-
anity of ignoring the problems of the material world. Take
it away, and Sigmund Freud was probably right to say that

Christianity is a wish-fulfillment religion. Take it away, and Friedrich Nietzsche was probably right to
say that Christianity is a religion for wimps. Put it back, and you have a faith that can take on the
postmodern world that looks to Marx, Freud and Nietzsche as its prophets; you can beat them at
their own game with the Easter news that the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Those who celebrate the mighty resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, have an awe-
some and nonnegotiable responsibility. When we say " Alleluia! Christ is risen!" we are saying that Je-
sus is Lord of the world, and that the present would-be lords of the world are not. When we sing, in
the old hymn, that "Judah's Lion burst his chains and crushed the serpent's head," are we ready to
put that victory into practice? Are we ready to speak up for, and to take action on behalf of, those
even in our own local community, let alone farther afield, who are quietly being crushed by uncaring
and unjust systems? Are we ready to speak up for the truth of the gospel over the dinner table and in
the coffee bar and in the council chamber?

-N. T. Wright, "Grave Matters," Christianity Today, April 6, 1998.
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