July 29th Service

Welcome & Announcements - thoughts on the use of silence – Prayer
 (Steve Parmer)

Congregation Standing

CTW – Psalm 95:1-7   (Karl Crouch)

1Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

2Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.

3For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.

4In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.

5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

6Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;

7for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.
Key of D
Come, Let Us Worship and Bow Down
When I Look into Your Holiness

 Worship Prayer  (Karl Crouch)
Father, as we approach You this morning, help us to see Your holiness. You are the Great King Who is, in fact, above every earthly authority. You are, as the psalmist reminds us, the Creator of all that is Who still powerfully sustains everything that You have created, the depths of the earth, the mountain peaks, the sea, the dry land. You are holy. There is no hint of darkness or changing in You. What You have declared as true must stand as truth forever.

Now Father, as we approach You, help us to be honest about what the Light of Your holiness reveals in us. We do not always live as true reflections of You in this world, not even in our own small circles of influence. And yet, our awe of Your holiness does not drive us away from You. It draws us. We are reverentially fearful, but we are not terrified. Though in our experience, our sins still often seem like scarlet, the blood of Jesus has cleansed us, and we are white as snow in Your eyes. We are the people of Your pasture and the flock under Your caring hand. So, as we move further into worship this hour, help us to see this redemption, this great salvation, this great life in Christ for what it truly is

Help us to be still and quiet before You. Our lives are busy, often, too busy. This is not the time for any of us to scold another about his or her busyness, but simply a time to abide with You. Of course, in this silence, we do welcome You to show us how to better order our lives if that is what we need to hear. As we still ourselves before You, teach us to live so that You might be glorified in our lives.  Amen.

Congregation Seated

“Breathe on Me Breath of God” – Michelle Sutton
Comments on “Breath on Me, Breath of God”
Karl Crouch
We can really never venture into the realm of God unless He somehow bestows on us His own life and power to do so. There was no life for Adam apart from God’s animating breath. There is no access to God’s presence without the cleansing wind of His Spirit. There is no chance that we will ever accomplish things for His kingdom that can truly endure into eternity apart from His empowering and energizing breath.

These words of the hymn, Breathe on Me Breath of God, echo those of the Book of Genesis, where in the story of Creation the role of the breath of God is essential. Over the primeval chaos, the Bible says, "… the Spirit (or wind) of God was hovering …” (Genesis 1:1). This wind precedes the creation of even light.

In the second chapter of Genesis, we read, "… the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7).

In John’s Gospel, Jesus tells a Pharisee, one of Israel’s alleged religious experts, that the true life of God begins only when the Spirit of God gives life:

… “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  - John 3:5-8

And, of course, after the Ascension of Jesus, the book of Acts speaks of the empowering of the early church on the day of Pentecost in these same terms:

… Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a mighty wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled them.  – Acts 2:2-4

As individually we move into a new week of ministry, hopefully looking for new opportunities to make a difference in Jesus’ Name – and collectively, as a community of faith, we imagine what the dawn of a new century of serving Jesus ought to look like, we each have more than enough to chew on as we pray for the cleansing and the empowering that comes only by Breath of God.

Key of F  (acapella)

Breathe on Me Breath of God   GH-259, verses 1, 2
Spirit of the Living God   RS-277

Breathe on Me, Breath of God   GH-259, verses 3, 4
“Cleanse Me” – Michelle Sutton

Psalm 139:1-24  (Karl Crouch)
1O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.

2You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.

3You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.

4Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.

5You hem me in - behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.

6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.

7Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?

8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

9If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,

10even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

11If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,"

12even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
13For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.

14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,

I know that full well.

15My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.

When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,

16your eyes saw my unformed body.
All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

17How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!
18Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.

When I awake, I am still with you.

19If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away from me, you bloodthirsty men!

20They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name.

21Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up against you?

22I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.

23Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.

24See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Key of F  (acapella)

Cleanse Me   GH-438, verses 1-4
Challenge of Silence and Repentance

Karl Crouch
Fasting is not demanded of us anywhere in the Bible, but there is something curious about it that causes people to occasionally explore it. It certainly smacks of piety and self-denial. Many have discovered fasting as a way to authentically draw closer to God. But, like any other spiritual discipline, fasting can become a ritual, something that we might try because we are desperate and we really, really, really want God’s attention. And, like any other kind of prayer, fasting can become something we just do because we think it’s what God’s people are supposed to do.

Fasting had become very much a part of life in ancient Israel, but eventually, they only did it because it’s what they did. They had the appearance of a people that wanted to hear from God, but once they finished their prayers or finished their fasts, they still lived for themselves. A fast looked like a solemn recognition of God for a day, but no sooner did the fast end than they were back to exploiting their workers, advancing their own agendas and quarrelling with one another.

Whatever expression of prayer you are comfortable with, it is important to learn to linger with God long enough, for fasting and prayer is not about getting God’s attention. It is about stripping everything from my attention but God and His ways. How long should one fast? How long should one tarry in prayer?  Long enough to resolve to cease doing that thing you should not be doing and to commence doing that thing you should be doing. Long enough to resolve to make good on that good intention that, until now, you have never acted upon. Long enough to resolve not to pass by that person in need one more time. Long enough to resolve to make peace where peace needs to be made.
Whether it be prayer, or a fast, or daily Bible reading, or participation in a service of silence and reflection different than most worship services to which you are accustomed, understand that the practical value of any spiritual discipline is to ASSIST us to live as God calls us to live. It is never a SUBSTITUTE for living as He calls us to live.

Special Music – Karl Crouch

“The Fast”

Is this the kind of fast I have chosen,

only a day for a man to humble himself?

Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed

and for lying on sackcloth and ashes?

Is that what you call a fast …
"If you do away with the yoke of oppression,

with the pointing finger and malicious talk,

 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry

and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,

and your night will become like the noonday.

The LORD will guide you always;

he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

and will strengthen your frame.  – Isaiah 58:5; 9-11
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” – Michelle Sutton
Comments and Prayer on “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”
Karl Crouch
The last thing in the world that John Greenleaf Whittier, a famous 19th century poet, had in mind was to write a hymn. He was a Quaker. Quakers weren’t crazy about hymns. Most of their worship was rendered in silence. But, long before our debates over whether praise choruses are better than hymns, the church at that time was embroiled in another kind of worship war. The Pentecostals of Whittier’s time – they were popularly called “holy rollers” - were not simply known for their affection for hand-raising and speaking in tongues as they are today. They had a rather noisy, in-your-face way of proving the presence of God in the worship.

The holy rollers came to Whittier’s town in 1872 and set up their tents. They yelled, they screamed. They would get so worked up that they would begin ripping off their clothes. Whittier didn’t buy it. In fact, it all struck him as precisely contrary to what true worship ought to be. He wrote an opinion piece in the form of a long poem and entitled it “The Brewing of Soma.” It was the story of an ancient group of Hindu priests who would march off into the forests and brew a magic potion called “soma”. When they drank it, they imagined seeing visions of the gods. They danced and screamed and tore their garments. In fact, all they were doing was scaring the cattle.

The final stanzas of this poetic editorial by a songless Quaker became the stanzas of a hymn that will never cease to be relevant.  You don’t have to seek any kind of an “experience” to know the reality of God. You need only to believe that Jesus shows us the Father.  We don’t need to be ecstatically out of our heads. In fact, our greatest service to God will only be rendered when our minds are completely engaged with the simple and quiet truth of God in Christ Jesus.
Key of C

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   GH-427   verse 1
The second stanza of the song is based on the calling of the first disciples as recorded in Mark 1. No doubt, news of Jesus’ preaching and healing ministry had preceded Him, but what compelled these professional fishermen to walk away from their nets? It was not in response to some great display of power, but to a simple invitation to make a difference in the world. Jesus said, “Come, follow me … and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).

Key of C

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   GH-427   verse 2
Our strivings so easily get in the way of God’s best for us. Our personal agendas place an incredible weight on our backs. Sometimes, we even tend to believe that the work of God and the success of His Kingdom ultimately depends on the strength of our own hands. We were not created to handle all that pressure. We were created to obey God’s voice and to arrange our lives to Him and to His expectations of us.

Key of C

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   GH-427   verse 3
A number of times, God had proven Himself powerfully and conspicuously to Elijah, but that did not seem to be enough when the prophet found himself fleeing for his life from the wicked Queen Jezebel. He was so distraught that he asked God to take his life. An angel of the LORD ministered to the prophet, but he still seems to have been longing for one more powerful proof that God was with him – something that would shake him in his sandals. The LORD drew Elijah to a place where He promised to appear. 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here Elijah?”  - 1 Kings 19:11-13
Key of C

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   GH-427   verse 4
Scripture and Prayer (Extended) (Dave Mueller)
Message: The Believer’s Prayer   (Karl Crouch)
Invitation Prayer
Communion Hymn – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  verses 1-3  (acapella)

Communion Meditation   (Gerry Stanek)
Lord’s Supper (no music)

Communion Reprise – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   verse 4   (acapella)
Offering Prayer   (Chuck Doolittle)
Offertory (lively)  (Karen Long)
Closing – In My Life, Work, Church GH-394  (Key of ?) 

The Believer’s Prayer

Acts 4:23-31

In the late 1860s, President Ulysses S. Grant gave a cigar to his friend, Horace Norton, a philanthropist and the founder of Norton College. Because of his respect for Grant, Norton kept the cigar rather than smoke it. Upon Norton's death, the cigar passed to his son, and later, to his grandson. In 1932, Norton's grandson chose to ceremoniously light the cigar during an oration at Norton College's 70th anniversary celebration. Waxing eloquent, Norton lit the famous cigar and proceeded to extol the many virtues of Grant until ... Boom! The renowned cigar exploded! That's right - over sixty years earlier Grant had passed a loaded cigar along to a good friend.

It seems to me that the power that accompanied the life of the New Testament Church is a little bit like that loaded cigar. We revere and treasure the legacy of the early church. But, we seldom dream that the same power is available to us today. Perhaps, were we to find a way to call on the Holy Spirit today to unleash His power among us, we might find that it still packs similar “pop”!

Dave read an account from Acts that occurred right after the early church’s first run-in with the law. The Sanhedrin, that ruling council that governed the Jews in many civil and all religious matters, had just declared teaching in Jesus’ Name to be illegal. Persecution was inevitable, so the church in Jerusalem prayed. Since that time, the church has faced countless challenges through the ages. This Believer’s Prayer has provided a useful pattern for prayer in every such instance.

I. A Prayer of Agreement   (23-24a)
23On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.
Peter and John had just been released from their encounter with the Sanhedrin. Healing a man crippled from birth had created quite a stir. Proclaiming “Resurrection” had agitated the priests, who did not believe in any such thing. The end result was a night in jail and that order to quit speaking in Jesus’ Name. Some of these Sanhedrinists had been responsible for killing Jesus. They did not want to hear that they had killed messiah only for Him to overcome the grave. In response to the command to cease proclaiming Jesus, Peter and John replied:


19… “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. 20For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”   - Acts 3:19, 20

God gave Peter and John boldness for that precise moment, but the seriousness of the threat must have taken a toll. The Apostles could leave Jerusalem. The church could have turned on Peter and John much as the children of Israel, who had joyfully followed Moses out of Egypt, turned on him when confronted by the Red Sea. Instead, they raised their voices together in prayer.

The church prayed with one voice and contended as one man for the gospel. That is only possible when God’s people are on the same page. What a free-for-all the prayers of some churches must seem to God – some people praying for their leaders, some praying against them, some too carnal to pray at all. A church must pray in agreement if it expects to experience God’s power.

II. A Prayer of Acknowledgement   (24b-28)

“Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: 

“ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

26The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and

against his Anointed One.’

27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.
The disciples praised God as “Sovereign Lord.” The word is despota, a word for a secular ruler with an emphasis on the obedience that is due him by his slaves and subjects. From despota, we derive our English term “despot” which has a negative connotation to us because historically, men with absolute power become corrupt. There is nothing corrupt about God, but make no mistake, to praise Him as “Sovereign Lord” is to concede His authority over us is absolute.
The disciples acknowledged God as Creator. True praise confesses that God is the source of everything. Not only did He assemble this creation, but He also sustains our lives. His power over the things that frighten us and the forces that threaten to undo us is absolute. The only way to shake off the terror imposed on us by powerful adversaries is to deliberately consider Who it is that has promised to stand beside us to fight for us, and even if we die, to seal us for eternity.

Whoever was giving voice to this prayer recited a portion of Psalm 2 about “raging nations, plotting peoples, and kings and rulers that oppose God’s Anointed One.” Then, he applies the psalm to Herod, Pilate, the Romans and the Jews, who all conspired to bring about the death of Jesus. Not only do the disciples identify this psalm’s ancient villains with their contemporary counterparts, they also identify the conflict that lay before them with the sufferings of Christ.

In their shoes, we might be tempted to pray for friendly rulers to replace any unfriendly rulers. But, we must realize that ultimately, this world’s system - its values, its measures of right and wrong – always contends with God for the hearts of men. The world will ultimately persecute Jesus and resist any who authentically belong to Him. Later, Peter would write:


12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  - I Peter 4:12, 13

In patience, believers must acknowledge that God is in control. What peace is available to the man that realizes that nothing, not even the most horrible thing imaginable, catches God by surprise? All the tumult into which the early church was born was not only known to God, but was used by God to bring about His eternal purposes. This conviction was the basis for the first century church’s assurance. If we really believe that God is in control, no enemy can shame us, and no circumstance can frighten us into silence.

III. A Prayer of Asking   (29, 30)
… 29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
Notice that there is little emphasis on God’s enemies once the disciples get around to voicing a petition. Deep depression could have fallen on the church as it anticipated hard days ahead. “Lord, save us!” “Soften the hearts of the rulers!” They could have become politically active and worked to put a Christian king in office. But, they seemed to accept that this world will tend to resist Christ, so they asked for what they would ultimately need more than anything else. They asked for boldness. They did not ask for clearer direction. They knew what they had to do, so they simply asked for the courage to speak and for God to make Himself known in the world.

We long for signs, clear direction for life’s journey. Bob Kuechenberg, former Miami Dolphins great, explained what motivated him to go to college.  “My father and uncle were human cannonballs in carnivals. My father told me, ‘Go to college or be a cannonball.’ One day my uncle came out of the cannon, missed the net and hit the Ferris wheel. I decided to go to college.”

Many Christians, spend a lot of time in prayer, asking God to light their way or to open doors, when the fact is, they know exactly what they should do and simply fear doing it. It can be embarrassing for a leader to publicly ask for boldness, because the petition sheds light on his weakness. Some of you have conflicts with people that you must resolve. Steps of reconciliation are God’s will, but you keep praying for all sorts of other information, because you’re afraid to obey. The early church did not need direction. They only needed the boldness to proclaim Jesus. May God grant each of us the boldness to truly live for Him.
Conclusion   (31)


31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

We can anticipate great answers when we pray “according to God’s will”. But what does it mean to pray “according to God’s will”? Usually, we reserve that phrase for those times when we do not know what God’s will is. We qualify it with a big “if” – “if it’s your will, heal grandma” – “if it’s your will, give me that job.” There was no mystery as to what God willed in this instance. Jesus wanted the early disciples to be His witnesses. There is no asking, “If it be your will, help us to be witnesses.” Rather, the petition is “Lord, we know your will, but the threats of this world frighten us. Honestly, we are scared to death, so, ACCORDING to your will, give us boldness and send an evident presence of Your power to convince people that You are worthy of their trust.”

God filled His people with the assurance they required. The house shook, and they were convinced that God was on their side. They stepped out in faith. Ultimately, the boldness of the early church and the generous sweetness of its fellowship caused even many priests to turn to Jesus (Acts 6:7). Now, the early disciples didn’t have a compiled Bible with all of these neat recorded stories from which to draw inspiration. Does God need to shake this house, or can you just trust that His presence and power remain available to us today when God’s people really pray for what they need so as to do the work He left us to do in a world that is hostile to His light and truth?

Invitation Prayer

In each of our lives, there may be something specific that You have invited us to do, and we have simply resisted doing it because we are simply afraid. Or, it is too costly or too uncomfortable. Or People we barely know might snicker at us. We can ask for clearer direction. We can ask for just the right opportunity, but all of that is a charade to protect us from facing our fears. 

Perhaps, this right thing to do for someone here today is simply to surrender to Jesus, to come to Him for salvation and cleansing. Perhaps, for most of us, the right thing to do is to speak a needed word to a loved one, to forgive a brother or sister, to repent from the heart of some cherished sin, to dare to minister to someone not immediately loveable. Whether or not it necessary to shake this house, shake our hearts mightily, and awaken us from any fear, any spiritual slumber, any complacency or any sin that keeps us from being all that You have called us to be.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen
